Background: Chymase is angiotensin II forming serine proteinase and its higher activity is associated with development of various cardiovascular diseases. Several basic and clinical studies indicated association between the activated rennin-angiotensin system and occurrence of atrial fibrillation (AF) but, there has no report about angiotensin II (AII)-forming proteinase activity and AF. The purpose of this study was to investigate the chymase dependent AII-forming activity (dAIIFA) in the circulating mononuclear leukocyte (CML) in the patients with AF.
